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human misery" have been "laid bare in this work," and the devel- 
opment is a process of wordy exposition instead of logical demon- 
stration. 

Such criticism is not cheap flippancy. The authors may be sincere 
and their conviction firm; but forcible adjectives and capital letters 
will not remove " the singular blindness characterizing the school of 
so-called New Economists of our times " (p. 13). Until then the 
benighted have at least physical justification for dissent from the 
unfaltering pronunciamentos, with which the volume abounds, and of 
which such statements as, the heavy excise on spirits is responsible 
for the growth of drunkenness in the United States (p. 210), or the 
licensing of places of amusement "drives masses of people to satisfy 
their emotional cravings in drink and debauchery" (p. 231,) are pictu- 
resque but entirely typical selections. 

J. H. HoiAANDER. 

Johns Hopkins University, 

Race Traits and Tendencies of the American Negro. By Frederick 
L. Hoffman, F. S. S. Publications of the American Economic 
Association. Vol. xi, Nos. 1, 2 and 3. Pp. x, 329. Price, I1.25. 
New York : The Macmillan Co., 1896. 

There are many indications pointing toward the beginning of a new 
phase in the study of the Negro Question. This is partly due to the 
general increase of interest in sociological studies, and partly also to 
the fact that the nation is just getting far enough from the heat and 
passion of civil strife, to take an unprejudiced, scientific interest in 
this problem. 

Mr. Hoffman's book will on this account be welcomed as one of 
the first fruits of this new interest. The object of the author is stated 
to be the impartial application of the statistical method to the study 
of the condition and development of the American Negro. The work 
begins with a consideration of the numerical development of the race, 
and tlie author points out that here the Negro has lost ground in 
comparison with the white race, both north and south. His smaller 
rate of increase is connected with his larger death-rate which 
threatens his extinction. This death-rate, which is largest for consti- 
tutional and respiratory diseases, is traced by the author to the influ- 
ence of certain " race traits and tendencies "rather than to conditions 
of life. 

To prove this, Mr. Hoffman next turns to the physical constitution 
of the Negro, and finds by anthropometrical inquiry many differences 
between the white and black, particularly in regard to chest meas- 
urements. Moreover, he believes that along with a progressive 
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improvement in the physique of the white American has gone a de- 
terioration in that of the black. 

Turning to the social conditions of the Negro, Mr. Hoffman finds no 
evidence of a tendency to amalgamation with the whites, and con- 
siders the mulatto an inferior type. He considers that the advance 
in religious organization and in education is more than offset by the 
statistics of crime, poverty, and sexual immorality. Moreover, the 
author contends that although the freedman has accumulated some 
property, yet he is deficient in the first elements of thrift, and bears 
few of the public burdens. 

The author finally concludes that the cause of the failure of so many 
peoples in the struggle of life is the lack of those race characteristics 
for which the Aryan is pre-eminent; and the Negro shows evidence of 
these same fatal shortcomings. 

Evidently the striking thing about this work is its wide-reaching 
and positive conclusions. Among scholars the usual complaint has 
been, heretofore, the great scarcity of reliable statistics bearing on the 
Negro. The question, therefore, first arises: Where did Mr. Hoffman 
find material sufficient in quantity and quality to form the basis of so 
momentous deductions ? 

The author has drawn his data from various sources, but his main 
reliance has been the Eleventh Census, the statistics of soldiers col- 
lected during the war, and the recent vital statistics of large cities. 

In the Eleventh Census, Mr. Hoffman expresses great faith, and 
thinks it as reliable as any of the previous enumerations. There 
nevertheless exists in the minds of many scholars grave doubts as to 
the accuracy of a large part of this census, and a disposition to base 
few important conclusions on its results. To this extent, therefore, 
many of Mr. Hoffman's conclusions will be discounted. The anthro- 
pological material collected at war-time is of undoubted value, if, as 
Dr. Gould himself points out, the student remembers that they relate 
to one sex only, and to the most healthful years. Finally, in all 
deductions drawn from the vital statistics of large cities, the student 
must know that only in recent years are these figures reliable, and 
that they give little or no clue to conditions in the country where over 
three -fourths of the Negroes live. 

From a glance at this available material, most persons will at the 
outset be disposed to criticise the air of perfect conviction that per- 
vades Mr. Hoffman's conclusions, and, considering the vast field 
which his work essays to cover, and the peculiar complications 
of the problem, would feel surer of the author's fairnessand judgment 
if he more candidly admitted the contingent character of his broader 
conclusions. 
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We must first examine the author according to his own canons, and 
scrutinize his application of the statistical method. Much light and 
emphasis have undoubtedly been thrown on many points by his num- 
erous and well-arranged tables; the great increase of Negro urban 
population, the great mortality of blacks in cities, and their accutnu- 
tion of property in three states, are well shown. With all this, how- 
ever, Mr. Hoffman has by no means avoided the many fallacies of the 
statistical method. This method is after all nothing but the applica- 
tion of logic to counting, and no amount of counting will justify a 
departure from the severe rules of correct reasoning. 

For instance the author's first contention is that the Negro is not 
holding his own numerically with the white race. This same fact 
might be cited as to the Anglo-Saxon element in our nation; but 
Mr. Hoffman claims that even in the South, where foreign immigra- 
tion has had little effect, the rate of increase among the whites 
exceeds that of the blacks: in order to prove thi6, however, the 
author relies solely on the Eleventh Census, and ignores the testimony 
of previous decades — a manifestly dangerous logical procedure unless 
special reasons for decreased growth appeared first in the decade, 
1880 to 1890. The author discovers this special cause in the increased 
urban population and the increased death-rate which has resulted. 
But the Negro urban population in theSouth was, in i8ao,by theauthor's 
own figures, less than eleven per cent of the total, and it is doubtful if 
a cause affecting so small a portion could exert so marked an influence 
on the whole. Moreover, even here the author contradicts his own 
logic, by declaring that the large city death-rate of Negroes is 
mainly attributable to "race traits" and not to "conditions of life." 
Consequently it would seem incumbent on him further to prove that 
these race traits after being held in abeyance for at least a century, 
first took decisive action in the decade 1880 to 1890. Throughout this 
discussion, Mr. Hoffman continually forgets that he is comparing two 
special classes, the one usually vigorous and intelligent, the other with 
unusual disadvantages. It is therefore necessary for the student to 
place more stress on the absolute increase of Negroes, than their 
relative increase compared with the abnormal advance of white 
America. Compared with most modern nations the decennial increase 
of American Negroes has been large, and although, as in the case with 
other peoples, it has been lessening each decade, it is still higher than 
the decennial increase of England and Wales. 

Mr. Hoffman shows that the death-rate of Negroes in cities far sur- 
passes that of whites; in ten Southern cities the annual death-rate for 
whites averaged during the four years 1890 to 1894, 20.12 perthousand; 
that of Negroes, 32.61 per thousand— the chief cause of the higher 
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gross Negro mortality being, naturally, an immense infant deatb-rate. 
This is a dangerous excess and calls for immediate and careful 
remedies. 

One cannot, however, agree with the author that this excessive 
death-rate threatens the extinction of the race. Compared with 
death-rates elsewhere it is not remarkable. Mr. Hoffman knows that 
the large cities of his own German fatherland showed an average 
death rate of 27.50 in 1880-85, and some cities like Munich, a rate as 
high as 32.80 in 1878-80. Indeed Montreal, Naples, Belfast, Buda- 
Pesth, Breslau and Madrid, all have shown within a few years, death- 
rates which equal and often surpass that of American Negroes in cities. 
Moreover it may be doubted if the sanitary conditions of the Negro 
portions of Southern cities are, on the whole, as good as the condi- 
tions in the above-mentioned municipalities. 

Of course no careful student would think of judging the death-rate 
of Germany from that of Munich, or of arguing that an increase in 
the death-rate of Paris showed an increase in the death-rate of 
France. Yet Mr. Hoffman commits very similar mistakes; he bases 
his arguments as to the threatened extinction of the Negro almost 
solely on city death-rates, and argues that an increase in these death- 
rates means an increase in the general Negro death-rate. Such logic 
■would be erroneous, even if Mr. Hoffman proved that, following the 
recent rush of Negroes into cities, their death-rate there had increased. 
Even this point, however, the author assumes on insufficient proof. 
The figures he adduces for Baltimore, Richmond, Washington, Louis- 
ville and Atlanta go back only to 1890, but in that period they all 
show a decrease in the Negro death-rate. Mobile, Savannah and New 
Orleans show a decrease since the war. Charleston alone shows an 
increase, and Mr. Hoffman, oh the ground that the records in this 
city are continuous for a longer period than in others, concludes that 
they are "therefore the most satisfactory from a statistical stand- 
point," and from this data concludes that " the Negro mortality has 
largely increased since emancipation, and that too in the localities 
considered most favorable for the race." 

Many tables prove the great susceptibility of Negroes to respiratory 
diseases. That this susceptibility has increased since emancipation, 
however, is very doubtful. To prove this thesis the author uses four 
sets of statistics: Gould's anthropological statistics, the measurements 
of soldiers during the war, the reports of the hospitals of the Freed- 
man's Bureau and Dr. Billings' mortality reports. The careful statis- 
tician will immediately see that, while all these different sets of 
figures give data interesting in themselves, they must be used with 
great care in comparison, because they relate to different classes .of 
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people and to widely different conditions of life. The first two sets 
refer to the same period — 1863-66, and to recruits and soldiers in the 
field; the third set refers to men, women, children and even new-born 
babes — the outcasts and refugees of war-time; finally, Dr. Billings' 
Negro death-rates refer mostly to the slums or worse portions of six 
great cities. Manifestly to take the absolute returns of these statistics 
and argue a decrease or increase of susceptibility to particular dis- 
eases among millions of people is unscientific. If Mr. Hoffman had 
followed up the statistics of the special class with which he com- 
menced, i. e., soldiers in the United States Army, he would have 
gained a far better scientific basis for deduction. These figures do 
not in any degree support Mr. Hoffman's contention. Not only do 
the reports of the Surgeon-General show a progressive decrease in the 
mortality from consumption among Negroes in the army, but a pro- 
gressive disappearance of the difference in the mortality between 
whites and blacks from this dread disease. The same fact is notice- 
able in the statistics of general disease.* From such figures it would 
be rash to draw many inferences as to the condition of the race as 
a whole, and yet, for purposes of comparison, they are far superior 
to Mr. Hoffman's tables. 

One extreme case of abuse of the statistical evidence deserves to 
be cited. Dr. Gould publishes the following table (Anthropological 
Statistics, p. 530), showing the distance at which soldiers could read 
a test object: 





Men in 
usual vigor. 


Men not 
in usual vigor. 


Aggregate. 


Classes. 


Number 
exam- 
ined. 


Distance 

in 
inches. 


Number 
exam- 
ined 


Distance 

in 
inches. 


Number 
exam- 
ined. 


Distance 

in 
inches. 


White Soldiers .... 
White Sailors .... 


6564 
269 
778 
186 


47-77 
36-57 
45-33 
47-23 


1357 

140 

67 


45-10 

46.13 
44.69 


7921 
269 
918 
253 


47-31 
36.57 
45-45 
46.56 



Mr. Hoffman regards this as proof sufficient to justify the state- 
ment that "The power of vision of the negro is inferior to that of the 
white " (p. 171). 

Such examples as I have cited show that the author does not 
always use the statistical method with the nice discrimination which 
its nature requires, and has often allowed himself to be hurried into 
conclusions which agree with his general thesis, when the facts 

* Cf. Report of Surgeon-General in Report of Secretary of War, 1894 and 1895. 
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bearing on the particular point under consideration offer no conclu- 
sive testimony. 

In his general social conclusions Mr. Hoffman lays before us many 
considerations to which attention has seldom been called before; 
chief among these are the statistics of illegitimacy in the city of 
Washington, and of property-holding in Virginia, North Carolina and 
Georgia. 

The proper interpretation of apparently contradictory social facts, 
is a matter requiring careful study and deep insight If, for instance, 
we find among American Negroes to-day, at the very same time, 
increasing intelligence and increasing crime, increasing wealth and 
disproportionate poverty, increasing religious and moral activity and 
high rate of illegitimacy in births, we can no more fasten upon the 
bad as typifying the general tendency than we can upon the good. 
Least of all can we subscribe to Mr. Hoffman's absurd conclusion, 
that "in the plain language of the facts brought together the colored 
race is shown to be on the downward grade" (p. 312). Such con- 
tradictory facts are not facts pertaining to " the race " but to its 
various classes, which development since emancipation has differen- 
tiated. As is natural with all races, material and mental development 
has, in the course of a single generation, progressed farther than the 
moral : to save a little money, to go to the mission schools, were paths 
of progress much easier of comprehension to the dazed freedman, than 
the rehabilitation of the family relationship which slavery so fatally 
destroyed. On the other hand, when the younger generation came 
on the stage with exaggerated but laudable hopes of "rising," and 
found that a dogged Anglo-Saxon prejudice had shut nearly every 
avenue of advancement in their faces, the energies of many 
undoubtedly found an outlet in crime. 

To comprehend this peculiar and complicated evolution, and to 
pronounce final judgment upon it, will take far greater power of 
analysis, niceness of inquiry, and delicacy of measurement than 
Mr. Hoffman bringsto his task. In the absence of such an investigation, 
most persons will persist in seeing in the figures which Mr. Hoffman 
himself adduces, grounds for great hope. Rome, Munich, Vienna, 
Stockholm, Paris and Brussels have all shown in recent years more 
startling percentages of illegitimacy than the Negroes of Washington; 
while the Negroes of Rhode Island showed a rate of only five per cent 
of illegitimate births in 1890. The criminal statistics raise the whole 
question as to how far black and white malefactors are subjected to 
different standards of justice. The record of poverty is not startling 
for a people who started practically penniless a generation or two ago. 
On the other hand how much of toil, self-denial and patience does 
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the fifteen millions of Negro property in Georgia represent, or the 
833,000 acres of Virginia soil ? 

To sum up briefly, the value of Mr. Hoffman's work lies in the col- 
lection and emphasis of a number of interesting and valuable data in 
regard to the American Negro. Most of the conclusions drawn from 
these facts are, however, of doubtful value, on account of the character 
of the maf/erial, the extent of the field, and the unscientific use of the 
statistical method. The book emphasizes the need of a Department 
of Negro Statistics in 1900, and of careful monographic study of the 
Negro in limited localities and from particular points of view. 

As a piece of book-making this work invites criticism for its absence 
of page headings or rubrics, and its unnecessary use of italics. More- 
over, Mr. Hoffman has committed the unpardonable sin of publishing 
a book of 329 pages without an index. 

W. E. BURGHARDT DUBOIS. 

Philadelphia. 

Letters of David Ricardo to John Ramsay McCulloch, 1816-1823. 
Edited, with introduction and annotations, by J. H. Hollander. 
Pp. xxii, 185. Price, $1.25. Publications of the American Eco- 
nomic Association. New York: The Macmillan Co., 1896. 
Economists have for some years relied upon James Bonar's edition 
of Ricardo's letters to Malthus for information in regard to the de- 
velopment of the ideas of the former. A little more than a year ago 
there were brought to light some forty letters to McCulloch and twenty- 
four to Ricardo's country friend, Hutches Trower. The letters to 
McCulloch are now printed, and the Trower letters are soon to be made 
public. The letters are devoted, in each case, chiefly to economic topics. 
Between the letters to McCulloch and those to Malthus there are, 
however, substantial differences. Malthus and Ricardo were warm 
friends who frequently talked together, and the " Letters to Malthus " 
are supplementary to conversations of which we have no record. It 
was, on the other hand, but a few months before Ricardo's death 
when first he met McCulloch, and, in consequence, the "Letters to 
McCulloch " are as complete as half a correspondence well could be. 
We might expect, therefore, that these new letters would contribute 
even more than did the earlier collection to our understanding of 
Ricardo. Such, however, is not the case for two reasons. In 
the first place, the letters to Malthus cover the relatively plastic period 
of Ricardo's development as an economist, while the letters to 
McCulloch, beginning more than six years later, exhibit most of 
Ricardo's characteristic convictions already hardened into their final 
forms. In the second place, the letters to Malthus are addressed to an 



